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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editors of the Magazine, 

As the following sentiments on the oneness of God's 
justice and mercy are in harmony with the scriptures, 
aud consequently with the doctrine of Universal Be- 
HERMES. 
JUSTIVE OF GOD NOT OPPOSED 

ZO HIS MERCY, 


There is not, perhaps, in (he whole ranze of school 
divinity, « more fruitfol source of error, than the opin- 


nevolence,! send them lo you for tnsertion. 


ion, so generally entertained, of the epposing and con- 


traticlory aualities, influences, and acquisitions of| longer 


the common 
schemes, ws they are called, of theologians, one would 


Gou'’s justice and merey. To read 


imagine, thet the divine Mind was never at peace, that 
a perpetual confict wes kept up between its lenient in- 
clinetions, and the stern demands of what might not ir- 


reverenily be termed a scnse of duty, were it not more 


7:1 


cients to govern the ceterminations of their superior | 
. r . . | 
divinity; fr though not stated to be so, it certainly | 


cives the impres-ton of an external and independent 
power, which interposes itself to forbid the intentions 
of love. 

ig OE 


his itea is not confined to written systems, and yol- 
uminous bodies of disinity ; wonld that if were, for then 
ifs injurious eects might notthe eo extensive : but your 
children are taught to repeet it in their catechisms. 
yourselves repeat if in your church creeds, it is forced 
nie the orayvers 


of-your < 


lo-gymen, and they insist and 


‘date upon it in their lectures and sermons, over and 


over tgoin. Ga the great subject of the mission, suf- 
er ond death of the Saviour, you are constantly 
tell, that God saw the sinful an? wretched condition 


of men, that be pitied, and wished to save them; but 
they had sinned, rebelled, and failen; they had coim- 
miti-dan infinite offence against an infinite Deity, and 
a frowning, unrelenting justice interposes, and calls for 
an infinite satisfaction, the sacrifice of his only Son.— 
Mercy is obliged to yield, Justice obtains its demand; 
while, in the language ofa bargain, the sacrifice is call- 
ed an eourralent, and the whole transaction is termed 
a merciful plan, a despensation of love! No wonder 
tlat there are so many intidels, when this is represent- 
ed as christianity. 


Without entering npon an examination of the sever- 


al errors of this system, a few remarks will be offered on 
that, which may be considered as the fundamental and 


prevailing one, namely, the supposition of a disagree- | 


ment between the atiributes of God; the idea that his 


rigorous justice intercey{s the benevolent designs of his | 


ane rey. 


Is not this opinion, in the first place, degrading to the | 


true character of Sapreme Perfection ? 
leave a blank in the description of Deity, which even 
sur Gnite conceptions may til? ts it consistent with the 
nily of his character, thus to present one of its princi- 
ples in direct opposition to enother? ITs it consistent 
with the loveliness of his character, thus to present its 
e yverity overcoming ifs benevolence ? Or 1s it consis- 
tent with the dignity of his character, thus to present 
With such 
conceptions of God, can we feel satisfied, can we feel 
cfcure ? 


its benevalence yielding to its severity? 


Let any unprejudiced and thinking man ask 
himself these questions separately atid seriously. 

is not this opinion, in the second place, at variance, 
no only with proper epprehensions of the whole divine 





Ne the unbending fate, which was thought by the an- | 


Does it not; 


character, but with a proper definition of the divine 
justice and mercy, singiy considered? What is the 
justice of God, and what is his merey? Does his Jus- 
tice demand inflictions, from which his mercy recoils? 
We think not. Does his mercy ask for mdulgences, 
which his justice refuses to grant? We think not.— 
When justice is unfeeling and regards not, as its sole 
and ultimate end, the happiness of its objects, it cer- 
tuinly is not just; it ceases to be justice, and takes the 
aspect and character of cruelty. And when mercy is 
short-sighted and partial, acting from impulse, rather 
than from a sense of right, and relieving present misery, 
rather than consulting for real and lasting good, it ‘is no 
mercy, has degenerated into weaknes.— 
Who will ascribe either of these dispositions to God ? 
| Who will say, that his justice is but wrath, and his 
|merey but unguided feeling? And yet this is virtually 
| said by those, who hold the opinions against which we 
are contending; it is virtually suid by the commen er- 
rer which we have stated; it is virtually said by those 





isystems, which make our redemption the re-ult of op- 
posing principles and counsels, and the performance of 
a previous stipulation. ‘Phere is no wetting away fiom 
toese inferences. In the common systems of divinity, 
the justice and mer coniy represented 
as distinet und oop qualities, in their 
perfection, never un * Cistinet or opposed ; for 
perfect jnelice will o! have tity on weakness and 
feality,&2 perfectimerey v lialways enfatteringly pursue 
the stright and onty course. which leads to the best 
possible consequences. 

The idea, therefore, of an opposition between the 
justice and the mercy of God, arises from a gross mis- 
apprebension of those attributes themvelves, and is un- 
worthy of the divine character. If these propositions 
are established, it follows, in the third place, that it 


will produce injurious effects on our minds. 


ee 


Religion 


burtfulin some way orother, and in a greater or less 
God is the object and end of all religion, and 
so far as a particular system of religion inculcates 
wrong conceptions of God, it must be a false one, and 
false in its very foundstion. God is the Supreme Dis- 
poser; he governs our lives according to his will, and 
keeps in his own hands the efitire regulation of our fu- 
ture destiny. 
i yot stand before him; we know that we cannot; un- 
forescen and 


degree. 


We are weak and powerless; we can- 





uncontroulable events defeat our inten- 
tions and defy our calevlations ; and death comes, we 
' know not how or when, to close the present scene. It 
must affect us nearly then, to know whatis the echar- 
acter of this Being; and according to the conclusions 
which we form, will be in a great ineasure the complsx 
lion of our religious opinions, and the tone of our reili- 
gious language, 

If then, we regasd him as a monareh, waose resolu- 
tions are taken without reicrence to the ua ure and cir- 
cumstances of those whom he governs, usd wliore in- 
flictions are determined by a principle, which, however 


severe it may be, he is compelied to follow, we must of 
course regard him with feeliogs, which, mm a great part, 


will be these of apprehension and dread, wiih feelings 


which ought not to be connected, no, not at all, with 
the only Wise and Guod, with fecling’ which are cal- 


‘culated to repress the confidence and grateful love, 
with which we shonld seek our Father, aud which 
i should not be suflured to mingle with the adoration of 


And tliis is the fact. 


(ie heart. 
vation of many cf ibe superstitious motions aud obser- 


js so important a subject, that religious men must be | 


| 
| 


' 
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| 
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vances, which reflect any thiug but honor on the reli- 
gion of Christ. The Satiour lias been prayed to, the 
virgin Mary has been prayed to, ant hundreds of saints 
have bee prayed to, in preicrence, yes, we scruple 
not to say, in preference to the great and only true ob- 
ject of worship; because a servile and uuworthy fear 
was entertained of that object, and other beings and 
homes were resorled to, in order (o propitiate and fa 
vorably incline the Holy One, who is always more rea- 
dy to hear, than we are to pray, and always more wii- 
ling to forgive us our sius, than we are to forsake them. 
What is the Janguage of nine out of ten of the hymns 
which are addressed to Christ, and sung in Christian 
Churches? Plainly this; that Christ is a merciful, be- 
nignant, and compassionate being, who interposed be- 
tween the anger of God and the destruction of men, 
and offered himself as a sacrifice to tat inexorable ven- 
geance, which neither could nor would accept of any 
other. Is this reason, is this religion, is this christiani- 
ty, is this in accordance with the language of him, who 
said,‘ Why callest thou me good, there js none good but 
one, that is God ?? 

Now what can be the origin of 0 monstrous an error ? 
We conceive it to be cecusioned by referring the char- 
ucter and counsels of God to the very imperiect stund- 
ard of our own actions and feelings. By this, we 
mean, that instead of raising their own-ideas to some 
understanding of perfection, men have brought down 
perfection to the letel of their own ideas, or in other 
words, have substituted imperiectionin its place. They 
have considered, not so much the true and abstract na- 
{ure of justice and mercy, as the justice and merey 
which live upon earth, ure conformed to their earthly 
residence, and modified by the passions, the weakners, 
the false judgment, the short sightedness of man. It is 
true, that we must form our conceptions of the per- 
sonal attributes of God, from corresponding qualities 
among ourselves; but then we niust not confine them 
here, but remember that they are to be invested with 
omniscience and inGnity ; in short, united to ote anoth- 
er, and united to God. 

To illustrate by an example. bBrotus pronounced 
judgment against bis own sons, because the good of the 
commonwealth, as he thought, required that they should 
die. This act has been praised by some as jus/, and 
condemned by others as unmerciful. One will think 
that he displayed bis heroism in sacrificing the feelings 
of a father to the exi-tence of a state; and another, 
that the voice of nature should never have been so cru- 
elly stided at the call of a heartless theory, or the pros- 
pect of on uncertain good, But the fact ie, we are not 
competent to decide at al] on the case, heeause we can 
neither bulence motives nor consequences. Neither 
was Brutus capable of deciding whether he actéd right 


or wrong, because he could not foresee effeete, nor de- 


{ . . . 
termine Whether the father or the magistrate onght to 


vhave prevailed in the decision. Le onty feted accord 


4 


ing to the best of his judgment; and that is all which 
any man can doin a question of opposing feelings, in- 
terests, and considerations, Put bere is the error, men 
have supposed the Deiiy to be placed inn certain sit- 
nation; and then lieve underteken to say how le mart 


have been influenced, and how he ought to have deter- 


‘mined, and wetually did determine, under the existing 


Aud this is the expla- 


from 
their own notions of what wonld have beéea felt aml 


circuustances. They have undertaken to & y, 
done on earth, what in reality was felt and done in 
heaven; withoot reflecting that they were applying this 
rule to a Being, who is imparsible and omniscient, ond 


> eh 


s ntied 


eonpntaite 154 
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Short Sermons....No, X. 


‘+ But | will reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes ’’-Ps. 1. part of 2ist verse. 


it will be easily perceived that our text has 
an allusion to something previously spoken.— 
God, in this psalm, accuses man of giving his 
mouth to evil; of framing deceit with his) 
tongue; of sitting and speaking against his| 
brother; of slandering ‘his own mother’s son ; | 
aud of thinking God to be altogether such an 
one as he himself was. * These things hast 
thou done,” saith Jehovah, “ andl kept silence. 
But I will reprove thee, and setthem in order 
before thine eves.” 

It isin the nature of man to worship some being 
asa Deity. Theactions of most, if not all na- 
tions, confirm this proposition. But men de not 
all have one God, neither in name, nor nature.. 
The form, the residence, and the dispositions 
of their Gods have varied with their imagina- 
tions; and they have generally imagined their 
Gods to he such beings as they themselves were. 
Hence cruel nations have cruel Gods ; warlike 
nations, warlike Gods, &c. Some will cruelly. 
mangle themselves to appease the wrath of 
their God, as they suppose it is his disposition 
io be pleased with such barbarous proceedings ; 
others will address theirs as the God of armies, 
and beg success to theirarms. If we attend for 
a few moments to the subject, we shall find that 
men have supposed their several Deities to pos- 
sess the passions which they find in themselves. 
Hence God has been supposed to be cruel, re- 
vengeful, partial, unjust, changeable, unwise, 
and deceiiful. Even the christian has made his 
God to possess all these different qualities. It 
is true that he will not allow this. He will not 
allow that God ts cruel, yet he contends that he | 
will be pleased to make his offspring forever 
miserable: He will not allow that he is re- 
vengeful, yet he contends that he will be forev- 
erangry with us for disobeying his laws; nor 
that he is partial, yet he supposes that he elect- 
ed some only to everlasting life, while the rest 
he left to perish forever; nor that he is unjust, | 
yet he thinks he will save those very souls 
which it would be just to dama to all eternity, 
and damn those it would be just to save; nor 
that he igchangeable,yet that he can,by achange 
wrougbf in himself, make that God love, which 
ha- hated him ever before ; nor thai he 1s un- 
wise, yet he believes that bis God appointed 
mens for the salvation of the world which 
wever will accomplish the purpose for which he 
iatende} them; nor that he is deceitful. vet be | 
saysthat he has revealed it as his will to have 
that done which he never will do. It is 
in this way that man makes God to be alto- 
gether such an one as himself If he wishes to 
know whether it would be right for God to do 
any thing, he judges from himse!f. Would it be 
right for me to do it, is the question io his mind. 
Ilence his jastice becomes the justice of heav- 
en, and the nature of his God is determined | 
fivin himself. Tiere we have the origin of all 
false views of God, 

But man is to be reproved and these things 
set inorder before his eyes. ‘This is mdeed a 
consoling thought. God is the same through | 
every age; and although man has consiulered | 
him iso many disagreeable and alarming char- | 
acters, yet he remains the same, and we shall 
know him as he is. We have the cousvlatien | 
to reflect that he is not like man. 
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God has set these things in order before our bre by, as the reverend doctor Gardner Springs ~alaury | 4 trom thisahominable vice. 


We have considered tim to be Hlied with! 


eyes. 


‘considered to be partial and unmereiful, to be 


ries, in this cify, have now in the press an overgrown 


hatred and'wrath, but he assures us he 1s love. 
We have-supposed him to be partial, but he has 
not left. himself without witness ; he sends the 
gentle showers upon us all; the wind blows up- 
on us all,.and the sun shines upon us all, evil 
and good. How were these things set in order 
before the eyes of the Jewish nation? They 
supposed that God was their peculiar friend— 
and that the favors of heaven were their pecu- 
liar inhertance : they thought that the Messiah 
wonld come and reign for them alone, and them 
alone exalitoglory. But these things were set 
in. order before their eyes. Jesus came the 
salvation of God to the ends of the earth. [is 
doctrine was, that Jew and Gentile, bond and 
free were‘all one in him—that God was not the 
peculiar friend of any nation—-that he was no 
respector of persons. This reproof was sea 
sonable and pungent, and undoubtedly did 
good. 

But how many are there whose eyes are yet 
shut to this order, and whose ears are stopped 
to this reproof! Hew many are there who! 
think the divine Being to be as bad and worse! 
than themselves! Gracious God ! and do they | 
not yet know the trath? Heaven, in glory, IS | 
shining all around them, and the love of God is 
manifested wheresoever they turn their eyes. 
In him they live, and move, and have their be- 
ing. His bounteous hand supplies their every 
want, and fills their souls with good.. The 
earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. This 
is that wrathful, revengeful, malignant, angry 
Being ! 

Our subject is beautifully illustrated in the 
dealings of Esau with Jacob. Jacob considered 
him to be his greatest enemy. He prepared 
rich presents to appease his brother’s wrath and 
anger. He disposed of His property so, that if 
Esau cut off one part, he might escape with the 
other. He sent on his messengers with bis 
gifts, directed them to address him with the 
Most flattering, sycophantic language, end wait- 
ed trembling for Lis brother’s approach. But 
Esau, instead of being his inveterate enemy, 
was his warm friend—instead of attempting to 
destroy his lite and property fell upon his neck 
and kissed him. How many are there that think 
of their heavenly Father as Jacob thought of his 
brother. He thought Psau was altogether such 
an one as himself—that he would do wrong be- 
cause he himself had done so, but in the end it 
was all otherwise. And we trust that when 
the eyes of ail men are opened to see the glo- 
rious order in which these things are set before 
them. they wiil find that Being whom they have 














* good to all, and his tender mercies oyer ail 
his works.” RICHARD». 


_—————a > Ge 


From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 


a 


The Mountain in Labor !! 


The advocates for fire aod brimstone, and lage eala- | 


Troet, entided “* UsivERSALISM EXPOSED,” of nine 
pages. This priestly production commences with an 
account of the conversion of Tio Univer-alists—One 
on the bed of sickness, and the other on the hed ot 
death. ‘The last, as usual, in their farces, said, ** The 
Universal dectrine answers well enough to lire by, but 
i( does not suffice for the dying hour.® We think this 
old saying is susceptible of criticism. For Hopkinsian- 
ism and Calvii.ism appear to be the best doctrines te 





of 39750 per annem can testily. This is ea-ily proved, 


For no Universalist ever received half this sum for a 
year’s preaching! Surely itis a good doctrine to lire 
by, that will bring a man §3750 per annum, exclusive 
of small change, which, as perquisites, will anake the 
sum amount to $4000! How tnis money-making doo- 
trine will do to die by, the cries of the widow and fath- 
erless, who are pining in wretchedness within gunshot 
of these scenes of licentious extravagance, can alone 
determine ! 

Now, be it known unto all men, that we pronounce 
this Tract to contain falsehood ; and we offer the col-: 
umns of this paper to the writers and abetters of this 
Tract, to come forward and prove, and defend, their 
statements! And if they do not avail themselves of 
this opportunity, and produce the names of the con- 
verted Universalists, we shall publish (with God’s per- 
mission) a ‘Tract in answer to this last effort of Pluto's 
worshippers ; in which we shall point out their incon- 
sistencies and absurdities, and prove the writer to be 
guilty of perverting the Scriptures, by adding to them; 
consequently, according to bis admission, be will have 
the plugues added unto him, that are written in the 
book. 

a", We repeat our offer to the writer of this tract— 
The colemns of this paper are at your service, to de- 
fend your Tract. Amd we cal] upon you to produce 
the names of your converted Universalists ! And we 
appeal to the Public, and say, let them be judges be- 
tween you and us, in this thing, and in default of your 
coming forward, like an hones! man, to assign you that 
place in the scale of moral rectitude which your time- 
Serving policy shall justify. This is not the frst time 
the columns of this paper have been offered. Your 
story of converted Universalists is an old story in a new 
dress! For one conversion of a believer in the Univer- 
sal Love of God, to your miserable hypothesis, we can 
produce one thousand, at a moderate calcujation, who 
have abjured your God-dishonoring, soul-destroying. 
doctrine, and fled for refuge to ** the God of the whole 
earth.” 
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** Thon sittest and speakest against thy brother ; thou 
sJanderest thine own mother’s son.”’ Ps, 1. 20. 


There is no evil that pervades civil society 
so much to be deprecated as slander, It de- 
stroys the peace of families, and separates chief. 
friends. ‘The great poet. of human nature, 
says that slander outvenoms all the worms of 
the Nile. It invades even the silence of the 
tomb; nothing can escape its malignity. The 
fawning hypocrite, with smiling face, goes from. 
house to house, and under pretence of friend- 
ship and love, gains the confidence of those he 
visits ; then basely exposes.them. He appears 
to the unwary to be all goodness and sincerity ; 
his tongue, like Belial’s, drops manna. He can 
inake the worse appear the better reason. The 
slanderer is-as cruel as the grave. He spares 
none: the brother of his youth, the sister of his- 
juvenile hours are with the stranger alike ex- 
posed ta his attacks. To use the language of 
the Psalmist, ** thou sittest and speakest against 
thy brother; thou slanderest thine own moth- 
er’s son.’ Base man, thou little thinkest the 
evil that thou art spreading in society, when 
thou castest fire-brands, arrows and death, and 
sayest, am I not in sport? "Phou hast often caus-_ 
ed the tear of innocence to flow! the curses of 
families pur-sne thee, and will, ere long, draw 
down vengeance on thy head. Dost thou 
make pretences to religion? they are vain; 
thou bast not the spirit of Christ, and art 
nene of his; forthe went about doing good, but 
thou art duingall the evil in thy power. Re- 
vent, nod thon sealt be forgiven; make all the 
reparation in thy power, to those thou hast in- 
‘ured, uf thou ever expectest to enjoy tranqnilt- 


Acd may Ged keep us 





ty and peace of mind, 


NH est-Cambriuge, Fuln de 1822.4 
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oe ; pin BEY, 
Viv-sta. “ee he followmg stanzas are present 


ed for pul lication, because they are calculated ne EIse 
confidence im God, when we are smitten with bis chase 
fening fod; when we wre indaced to exsclsim m= the 
wid-t of our grief, we ore bereaved of our children ; 
Joseph is not. end Simeon is met, and thou wilt take 


“uw ny Ren imuin also. All these fing are against us. 


To fil l our hearts with peace, at God is nota God of 


the dead, but of the living + «li living to him, HERMES. 


— 


Lines to his Mother, 
ON THE DEATI ON HIS DROTHER. 


EY HENRY NEALE. 


Oh, weep not for him, ‘tis unkindness to weep ; 
Phe weary weak ** frame”? hath but failen asleep; 
No more of feticne or endurance it knows,— 

Ob, weep not, oh, break not the gentle repose, 


He sleeps,—oh, how kindly, on Jesus’ breast! 


-Neyer more the sick dreamings shall trouble his rest ; 


Awl ber lips, that would healing and comfort restore, 
Shall burn his cold lips and cold cheeks never more. 
Weep not that so soon he is gone to be biest ; 

Ife gave to his God the first hours and the best. 

(Can the laborer cease from his laber too soon! 

ile wrought all the morning, and rested at noon. 
Short, short was the circuit his sun journey’d through, 
But the air was onruffed, the heaven was blee ; 


And the clouds, the thick clouds, that hung round him | 


at night, 
Only caught, and more richly reflected his light. 
We gather the flower when full in its bloom, 
While brightest in color and best in perfume ; 
And the victim was given to God in old time 
Without spot, without blemish, a mule in his prime. 
Then weep not—ah me, as I say it, | weep; 
The wound is too cutting, the sorrow too deep: 
Veep on, it is nature will have it, weep on, 
We speak of his graces,—thosze graces are gone. 
Dear mother! I turn to cach birth day of thine, 
What sorrowful chances have mark'd thy decline! 
The winds blow sad music, the yellow leaves fail; 
‘nd winter comes gloomily wrapt in a pall. 
Yet murmor not, murmur not; His the decree, 
Who is better, far better, than ten sons to thee: 
Though writhing, and smarting, yet welcome the rod ; 


“hough in doubt and in darkness, oh, lean on thy God. 


SELECTED. 
Sweet is the scene Where virtue dies, 
Where sinks a righteous soul to rest, 
iow mildly beam the closing eyes ! 
How gently heaves the expiring breast! 


So fades asummer cloud away; 
So sinks the gale when storms are o'er ; 
So gently shuts the eye of day ; 


So dies the wave along the shore. 


Triamphant smiles the victor Lrow, 
Fanned by some aogei’s purple wing 3 

O grave, where is thy victery now ? 
lnvidious death, where is ths sting? 


A holy quiet reigns around ; 


A calm which nothing can distroy- 
5 » : 


Nought can disturb that peace profoun l, 
Which their unfettercad! souls enjoy. 


Farewell, conflicting hopes and fears 
Where lights and shades allernate dw: iJ, 
Ilow bright the unchanging mor appears 


’ 
Farewell, inconstant world, farewell | 


. "eds tc i diseussien on the doctrine of future nitsery, be decided 
Its duty dene as sinks the dar, 


. 


irit ies ; ‘on ne other condition than this, viz. that il be proved, 
$f it fies g ; 


Light from its lead the tic 
gh | positively and dircetly, (hat ell misery is confined to 


While heaven and earth con.bine fo sav oF 

seeetis tl ne where virtue dice.” ‘this life. This is, to soy the least, throwing all the labor 
** Sucetius the scche Worre Vilet a j : or * 
on one sides and that side, the one that ts itipeached ; 
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has thengh a Phomtiff, in a court of Justice, should re- 
CUuSEVe jalist ‘Pagasine. [quire that the Defendant be acquitted on no other 


terms than by his positively and cireetly proving, hime 





oe oe ee 





LOSTON, SATU RDAY, JULY 27, 1&2. ‘self innocent, without the Plaintif’s being at the trou. 


- - —_———$——— ? 


ble fo support a change #egainet iam, 





; ‘ ° ° . , ’ iy ‘ ! 
Rey- Editors,—I have becn for some time, a reader | Nor is this all : our correspondent gives us fo uncer- 
and supporter of your paper, and have observed With | stand that should this request (so unreasonable, as it 
deep sclicitude, the controversy W hich has been con-! appears to us) be accepiec, even then no proof must be 
i a ! 


+ducted in your colommes, on the subject of future mise- jdrawn from the suvj posed fect that the “ riptures say 
ry. J learn that there is a difference of opinion on this! nothing in favor of future misery. It will be allowed 
And sgdin; be will not allow any proof 
ists. It appewis that sone believe ina disciplinary | (9 be drawn from the fact that the righteous are recom. 
puvishment beyond death, and others believe that all! | pensed ins this Jife, and thet the wicked are ulso. Nor 
|human misery is conSned to this life. I must candidly | yet will he grant that any proof may be adduced from 
' confess, that | have hitherto been in favor of the former! the statement thal sin will not exist in a future state, 
opinion; but, if the contrary doctrine can be fairly l allowing such statement to be true. With all defer. 
proved from scripture, | would most heartily eabrace |ence, we would ask our correspondent whether these 
lit. It would therefore be gratifying to me, to see the restrictions, connected with the peculiar principle of 
isubject investigated ina cool «nd logical matnet.—|the request, do not preclude the possibility of a foie 
What ! have hitherto seen written on this subject, does | discussion? We will challenge any man, on this prin- 
‘not appear to meet the real ground of controversy. The ciple and under these restrictions, to prove that the 
question, as | understand it, is, Whether a/ébuman | righteous themselves are not punished in a futare state. 
misery is bounded by death? Now, in my apprehen- 


a 


subject, amonz those who ere denominated Universal- Jas no } root 


Whatever may be our partiality, for or aguiust the 
sion, this question hae not been directly discussed. To | doctrine of future punishuent, we hope it may uot dic- 
‘besure, [have seen another question agitated, which! tate or affect (hese remarks. It is due to pure justice, 
‘is somewhat allied to it, viz Whether sin will existinalto remind our correspondent of a circumstance, the 
future state. But this does not meet the point at issue. | truth of which is well kuown to him, wiz. the ides that 
For, if it cannot be proved, that men wil] commit fresh | there is no misery after death has been declarea, by al- 
actual sins ina future state, it will nof, I think, follow most all those Brethren who have zealou 'y opposed i’, 
of necessity, that they cannot be miserable. Whether/to be directly opposed to the boly scriptures; tley 
man will, or will not, commit fresh actual sins in a fu-| have uniformly declared it to be exccedingly licentious 
ture state, I think cannot be demonstrated by revela-| in its influence; and some have pronounced it a denial 
tion. But, if it be conceded, that they will cease to be | of the Christizn religion. Most certamly, these wio 
‘aciual sinvers, the conclusion does not appear logical) meke or advise to such declarations, owe if to Goi 
to my mind, that the rcry moment they cease to be | 4nd to their brethren to come forward and prove them 
i suc h, their misery willend. However, with our pre-|or renounce them. Now if our correspondent will 


sent imperfect knowledge of a future state, ths inquiry, | state explicitly that he believes it to be nerther a “eni- 
at best, is a matter of mere spec: tion. 


my faith on any conclusion drawn 
land indefinite premises. 








1 cannot resi) «} of the gospel, nor opposed to the scriptures, the pro- 
u such vucertain | yer ground of discussion between bia and ts acvocctss 


' will be known. 
I should like to see the subject met io a direct form . 


We cannot close, without commending tle appe:r- 
jand the evidence adduced to prove that ai misery is ance of coolness and dispassion in the foregoing coni- 
confined to this life. Ifany person will do this, Is should | jmunication, Extending the Author's recommendation 
be very grateful for bis labors. If any one should at-!|,f candor and fairness to every class, we say .2men io 
tempt it, Lhope it wili be done with candour and fair | jt with all our hearts; and let all the people say 





‘ness. I do not wish to be informed that sinners are | Amen. Epirors. 
punished, more or less, in this life, for this is manifest! -—————— ee — ee 
‘from scripture and experience. But | want the evi- MARRIED, 


_dence that all misery is confined to this state of exist- In this City.—By the Rev. Dr. Beldwin, Mr. 2 Zephe- 
fence; or, thot every sinner is adequately punished in | nias Bradford to Miss Sally Richardson. 

| this life, for erery sin Which he commits. ‘his is the} By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. George Estey to Miss 
| just form of the aquiry. There is quite a difference | Ejizabeth B. Hinckley. 

In Brookfield, Mass.—By the Rev. John Bisbe, Mr. 
this life, or the wicked are recompensed in the earth; {| Hiram B, Clark to Miss Augusta Hobbs. 

and that all misery ts confined to this life, or all sinners In Stafford, Con.—Dr. Joseph Sidley to Miss Han- 
are pnnished adequately for every sin in this world.-—| mal Mann. 

The former proposition may be proved, and the latter — 
remain unproved,. 


jhetweck the {wo propositions, that vice is punished in 





DIED, 
In answer to my inquiry, I do not expectto be turn-| In this City.—Mrs. Sully Jacobs, aged 47, Mrs. 
id off with the plea, that the scriptures are silent in fa- Abigail Abrams, wile of Mr. Raiph A. 75. 





he rola future misery. This would be to no effect. | In Roxbury.--Mr. Aaron Robbins, 45. 
te} cee »eridence. if: ’ ! : , 43 
pwirh to sce the evidence, ifuny there Le in the bible,| In Salem, Mss. —Mr. Jacob Poland, v5. 
' 0 ) YR i ni ¢ . oo” . a . : ° . 
°° prove tiat ail humon suuering Is restricted to this In Dover, uv. H.—On the Sth inst. Wr. William 
}iile. ° ) “ : ; 
| ae? - Peirce, 22. Ie was a believer in the sflvation of all 
sihave & sirong desire to sce this @oetri “ed ms: , , 
| Raphi on fo sce this enctrine proved men, through the mercy of God. manifested in Christ, 
ric. shail consider the Crson as ONE of >s . . = : 
l ivicnd ho shall ; me : on as one of my best! which induced him to Lenor his profession, by a well 
piaeOas, Who shail sUCCLEd an ¢ vines it, ry j 
' ; - 3 P _ eeree? tnt iol focie, Oe 4 
| LOY - » ont _ TH. ordered life and conversation, manifested by Jove to 
God, and good will to men. With fortitude and pa- 


REMARKS, 


| j fience, Le bore a@ lingering il'ness, which produced bo 
We think that en reconsidering the foregoing reqnest, | change in his feith; he retained his senses to the last 
} and taking into view ell its bearings, our correspondent jisoment, and with @ composed resignation, he raised 
jwul perceive that it does not offer a proper and jast | his cold band, and bj 


bid farewell to his surrounding 





(eround of discussion. ‘Lhe eequest is, that the whole | friends. and fell asleep in the arms of his Redeemer. 
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